






























































































































Tigard Municipal Court

Youth Court Evaluation 1

2005 Annual Report to 2005 Annual Report to 
CouncilCouncil

Michael J. O’Brien, Judge
Nadine Robinson, Manager
Tigard Municipal Court

Municipal Court ProgramsMunicipal Court Programs

1.  Traffic
2.  Youth Court
3.  Civil Infractions

Infrastructure improvementsInfrastructure improvements

City Hall remodeling:  required two 
relocations, but resulted in greater 
efficiency and more agreeable 
workspace for staff.
Upgraded FullCourt software to latest 
version.  

2005 Legislative session2005 Legislative session

Maximum, minimum and base fines 
likely to increase for traffic violations.
State Unitary Assessment may increase 
(currently $37 per violation).
Possible changes in traffic laws:  school 
zone speeding and insurance violations.
May expand court’s discretion in 
reducing fines.

2004 Caseload2004 Caseload

7,397 violations processed. 
Second busiest year in court’s history.
Court’s traffic caseload decreased by 
about 10% during 2004.
Juvenile and code enforcement 
caseloads remained stable.
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Traffic ProgramTraffic Program

6,911 traffic violations (including 357 
parking tickets) processed during 2004. 
A decrease of approximately 10% from 
2003.  
Most common violations are speeding 
(30%) and failure to obey a traffic 
control device (15%), though both 
declined in 2004. 
67% increase in safety-belt violations.

Caseload variations 2002Caseload variations 2002--0404
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Traffic finesTraffic fines
Fines generally based on:

Type of offense and applicable maximum or minimum 
fines.  State law allows reduction of 25% below base 
fine in most cases.
Previous record.
Aggravating or mitigating circumstances:  defendant’s 
explanation, lack of intent, extent of compliance, 
indigency, recommendation of City.
Consideration of costs to community for law 
enforcement and adjudication.
Enhanced penalties may apply (school and work zones, 
accidents).

Driver Compliance ProgramDriver Compliance Program

For insurance and license cases.
Reduction in fines for those who comply within 
time required by court.
Defendants must submit proof of insurance 
and valid license.
Fines for equipment violations can be reduced 
if defendant is in compliance.
Goal:  promote public safety by increasing 
number of insured and licensed drivers.

Tigard Youth CourtTigard Youth Court

330 delinquency cases filed since 2002, when 
program began.
2/3 of citations in 2004 were for shoplifting 
offenses (110 juvenile misdemeanors and status 
offenses filed in 2004, about the same as 2003).
43% Tigard residents, a small increase over 
2003.
Continued collaboration with Peer Court, Tigard 
Police Department and Washington County 
Juvenile Department.

Tigard Youth CourtTigard Youth Court

Nearly all juveniles appear with parents.
About 99% enter guilty pleas after full 
misdemeanor arraignment.
More than 90% complete probation 
successfully.
2,227 hours of community service ordered in 
2004. 1,554 completed as of 12/31/04.
3,452 hours of community service ordered 
since Youth Court created in 2002.
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Youth Court Goals Youth Court Goals 

Prompt and fair adjudication.

Accountability for offenders.

Protect the community by deterring 
repeat offenses.

Restitution for victims and community.

Active involvement of parents. 

Education about laws and legal system.

Youth Court:  Accountability Youth Court:  Accountability 
Clear and substantial consequences for those who commit 

criminal offenses, including as appropriate:

• Bench probation (six months or longer) with 100% 
compliance expected. 

• Alternative community service (3,452 hours to date).

• Counseling programs such as Theft Talk, General Offender 
and Youth Tobacco Awareness.

• Victim restitution, as appropriate. 

• Letters of apology to victims. 

• Payment of fine or court diversion fee. 

• Jury service in Peer Court. 

• Parenting classes.

Civil InfractionsCivil Infractions

376 citations for Municipal Code violations in 
2004.
Increase of about 5% over 2003.  
172 sign code violations (about 46% of total), 
down from 189 in 2003.
Fines reduced if in compliance at first 
appearance and no previous civil infractions.
Compliance required if necessary.
$70,000 in penalties assessed during 2004.

Civil infractions caseloadCivil infractions caseload
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Consequences of noncompliance Consequences of noncompliance 
Failure to appear, pay a fine or obey a court order may 

result in:  

Default judgment in amount of base fine or maximum 
penalty.

Suspension of defendant’s right to drive. 

25% collection charge.

Referral to collection agency.

Bench warrants for juvenile offenders as appropriate.

Double or quadruple penalties for repeat civil infractions 
as provided by Municipal Code.

Court BudgetCourt Budget

Court budget:  $233,273 in 2004.
Court imposed about $947,000 in fines 
during 2004 (an increase of 16% over 
2003).
Collections as of 12/31/04:  $704,000.
Includes $195,000 in Unitary 
Assessment and costs allocated to state 
and county by statute.
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CollectionsCollections

Variables include:
Payment agreements:  frequency, 
terms and duration. 
Legislative changes in fine schedules.
Response to license suspensions.
Personal bankruptcies.
Extent of compliance in civil infractions.
Cases referred to collection agencies.
Default judgments.

Court GoalsCourt Goals
To promote public safety and community 
values by implementing state and municipal 
laws in a fair, efficient and professional 
manner. 
Educate citizens about relevant laws and 
traffic safety in a context of excellent 
customer service.
Resolve juvenile cases in a manner that 
promotes accountability, deters recidivism, 
encourages the active involvement of parents, 
protects the community and secures 
restitution for victims.

Tigard Municipal CourtTigard Municipal Court

13125 S.W. Hall Blvd.
Tigard, Oregon  97225

www.ci.tigard.or.us/city_hall/departments/municipal_court
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